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light brown. The moths fly erratically over the lawn, 
laying	eggs	between	7:30	and	10:30	in	the	evening.	
During the day, they rest in the grass or on plant 
foliage with their wings folded back over the body, 



















early spring, they feed 
on the upper roots, stems and leaves of grass. On steep 
slopes and in sunny areas, larvae build protective 
silken	webs	where	they	feed	and	develop.	In	April	and	
May, they pupate in underground cocoons, with the 
first adults emerging in early May.
	 Larvae	cut	off	grass	blades	near	the	thatch	line	and	
pull	them	underground	for	consumption.	Small	brown	
patches of closely cut grass appear, and if populations 
are large, patches run together to form large, irregular 
brown	patches.	Most	of	the	severe	damage	occurs	in	
July	and	August	when	grasses	are	growing	slowly.	
Two to three generations may be expected each year, 
with six weeks per generation. Adult moths fly up in 
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sod webworm caterpillar
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from insufficient water, poor fertility, extremes in 





























50 grams-1 packet per 7,500 to 
10,000 sq ft
















(Talstar F, Talstar One, Talstar 
Lawn	&	Tree	Flowable)	7.9	F
(Talstar	GC)	7.9	F

















courses, sod farms, commercial lawns and 
cemeteries.	It	is	not	registered	for	use	on	

















(Lannate)	90%	SP 2/5- 4/5 oz (for use
on	sod	farms	only)
For use on sod farms only. After application, 
sprinkle	irrigate	for	15	minutes.
permethrin



















15 lb/7,500 sq ft
Not	for	use	on	turf	being	grown	for	sale.
carbaryl







	 To protect people and the environment, pesticides should be used safely. This is everyone’s responsibility, especially the user. 
Read and follow label directions carefully before you buy, mix, apply, store or dispose of a pesticide. According to laws regulating 
pesticides, they must be used only as directed by the label. Persons who do not obey the law will be subject to penalties. 
Disclaimer Statement
	 This	publication	contains	pesticide	recommendations	that	are	subject	to	change	at	any	time.	The	recommendations	in	this	publication	
are provided only as a guide. It is always the pesticide applicator’s responsibility, by law, to read and follow all current label directions 
for the specific pesticide being used. The label always takes precedence over the recommendations found in this publication. 
	 Use	of	trade	or	brand	names	in	this	publication	is	for	clarity	and	information;	it	does	not	imply	approval	of	the	product	to	the	
exclusion of others that may be of similar, suitable composition, nor does it guarantee or warrant the standard of the product. The 
author(s), the University of Tennessee Institute of Agriculture and University of Tennessee Extension assume no liability resulting 
from	the	use	of	these	recommendations.
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